RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
electrical engineer. He had been President not only of the Royal Society but also of the Mathematical and Physical Society, of the Institute of Electrical Engineers and of Naval Architects. Besides writing hundreds of scientific papers he had taken out more than sixty patents.
His mind was extraordinarily fertile in ideas. This was very evident at the meetings of Section A of the British Association, which he sedulously attended, accompanied by Lady Kelvin with a packet of sandwiches in case the meeting should be too prolonged. He would often get up after some paper had been read and say something quite new and always interesting, whether one agreed with it or not. If Professor G. F. Fitzgerald, who was also full of ideas, and Sir Oliver Lodge, who was unrivalled in clear exposition, were also present, one saw the British Association at its best. Even in a lecture, if a new idea occurred to him, he would start off on a new tack. This made them very discursive and often very lengthy. It was, or used to be, the tradition that the Friday Evening Discourses at the Royal Institution should not last for more than an hour, and I have known Sir James Dewar, when he was Director, walk up to a lecturer who had exceeded the hour by ten minutes and say to him, " You must stop ". Lord Kelvin, however, never paid any attention to this rule. He has been known to have lectured for the hour before reaching the subject of the lecture. It was only very rarely that he prepared either a lecture or a speech. There was, to the few who were already interested in the subject he was talking about, generally both charm and interest in these diversions. On the other hand, when he was writing an important paper he took almost meticulous care in choosing the word 424